ENGLISHMEN  AND  PERSIANS
worker and familiar with irrigation projects and "within ten
days we had a good set of rough drawings which I am sending
to Simla for reproduction. The local tribesmen (Beni Turuf)
brought some great carp, speared hi the narrow channels
through the marsh, and very good eating. We could have
shot some wild pig had we been able to eat them, but in a
Moslem country this would be folly. I bagged some blue
rock pigeons, quail and black partridge, so we had something
better than usual for dinner. I brought enough coffee beans
to keep all the Arab guards and chain men supplied. They
roasted and ground them in a mortar and provided us with
all we wanted. It costs little to do this and coffee is to them
what beer is to British soldiers and rum to Sikhs.'
* (L.9 Oct. 1) I have spent a fortnight upon Oil Company
business, mediating between Englishmen who cannot always
say what they mean and Persians who do not always mean
what they say. The English idea of an agreement is a docu-
ment in English which will stand attack by lawyers in a
Court of Justice: the Persian idea is a declaration of general
intentions on both sides, with a substantial sum in cash,
annually or in a lump sum. The Principals in London foresee
"legal" difficulties, but there is no Court of Law in Persia
in which any of these agreements could be tested.  All de-
pends on friendly relations between the parties, based upon
the expectation of future advantage by both sides, on the
influence of Britain in Tehran, which is never as strong as we
should like, and in the Persian Gulf, where we are living,
largely on the reputation and policy of the past.*
* (L.5 Oct. 10) My immediate future is as doubtful as ever.
I am not yet appointed to the Political Department, though
I am holding a senior post and am given the fullest initiative
although I am new and untried. I am not greatly set on stay-
ing: in six months or so I shall have got things going on new
lines and shall have cleared up the Consulate. There is going
to be a local political crisis in the next few days; I shall have
to deal with it as best I can on my own responsibility. The
telegraph line, which is unreliable at the best of times, has
been cut in anticipation by one party or the other.   The
Imperial Bank of Persia are opening a branch here; I am
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